Evaluation of Escherichia coli viability by flow cytometry; a method for determining bacterial responses to antibiotic exposure.
In this study, we check for the presence of specific resistance genes by PCR and then we used flow cytometry to evaluate antibiotic-induced effects in different strains of Escherichia coli. The presence of resistance genes was investigated by PCR in 10 strains of Escherichia coli isolated from Foglia River. Bacterial responses to different antibiotics were also tested with flow cytometry techniques by evaluating both the degree of decrease in viability and the light scatter changes in all of the strains. PCR revealed that only one strain exhibits the presence of one resistance gene. Despite this, analyses of strains using flow cytometry evidenced the presence of viable subpopulations after antibiotic treatment. Furthermore, analyses of scatter signals revealed profound changes in the Forward Scatter (FSC) and Side Scatter (SSC) of the bacterial populations as a consequence of antibiotic exposure, confirming the viability and membrane potential data. The riverine strains were in general less sensitive to antibiotics than the reference strain (ATCC 25922). Antibiotic resistance is a widespread phenomena. The multiparametric approach based on flow cytometry used in this study, providing results about different aspects (cell viability, membrane potential, light scatter changes), may overcome the limitation of PCR and could represent an adequate method for the evaluation of bacteria responses to antibiotic exposure. This article is protected by copyright. All rights reserved.